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The story begins with the state of Brunei centered on Brunei Town on the northwest coast of Borneo.4 Before I500 Brunei had a close connection with Majapahit, perhaps that of a tributary state. It is probable that Brunei sent tribute to China, but only irregularly.5 By I500 Islam had spread to the coast of Borneo with the rise and success of Malacca and the country was an independent Malay state. The sixteenth century saw Brunei reach its greatest extent and glory. The Sultan was sovereign over all northern Borneo, the Sulu Archipelago and part of the Philippines, and for a short time Manila paid tribute to Brunei.' Pigafetta, the historian of Magellan's voyage, described the magnificence of the Brunei court in 1521.7 A century later Brunei was still powerful enough to consider going to the aid of Pahang in a war with Johore.8
In the sixteen thirties Brunei and Sulu people attacked Spanish settlements in the Philippines. The Spaniards, seeking revenge, sacked and burned Brunei in I645, and from the middle of the seventeenth century Brunei declined steadily. By the nineteenth century the Sultan was not able to rule effectively beyond Brunei Town. His authority was only nominal on the northwest coast, with yet some residual respect for his title and leadership.
With the decline of Brunei, Sulu achieved an independent status.9 The Sulu Archipelago, lying between northeast Borneo and Mindanao, stretches across one of the most frequently used passages to the South China Sea. From I578 
